perfetua, and neuer fludie for fome depth of deuife in
ye Inuention, and fome figures alfo in the handlyng
thereof: it will appeare to the fkilfull Reader but a
tale of a tub be. To deliuer vnto you generall examples
it were almofle vnpoffible, fithence the occafions of
Inuentions are (as it were) infinite: neuertheleffe take
in worth mine opinion, and perceyue ray furder mean-
yng in thefe few poynts. If I Ihould vndertake to
wryte in prayfe of a gentlewoman, I would neither
praife hir chriflal eye, nor hir cherne lippe, etc. For
thefe things are trita et obuia. But I would either
finde fome fupernaturall caufe wherby my penne
might walke in the fuperlatiue degree, or els I would
vndertake to aunfwere for any imperfection that ihee
hath, and therevpon rayfe the prayfe of hir commen-
dation. Likewife if I fhould difclofe my pretence in
loue, I would eyther make a ftrange difcourfe of fome
intollerable paffion, or finde occafion to pleade by the
example of fome hiftorie, or difcouer my difquiet in
fhadowes per Alkgoriam, or vfe the couerteft meane
that I could to anoyde the vncomely cuftomes of
common writers. Thus much I aduenture to deliuei
vnto you (my freend) vpon the rule of Inuention,
which of all other rules is mofl to be marked, and
hardell to be prefcibed in certayne and infallible
rules, neuertheleffe to conclude therein, 1 would haue
you fland moil vpon the excellencie of your Inuention,
and fticke not to ftudie deepely for fome fine deuife.
For that beyng founde, pleafant woordes will follow
well inough and fall inough.

2.  Your Inuention being once deuifed, take heede
that neither pleafure of rime, nor vanetie of deuife,
do carie you from it: for as to vfe obfcure and darke
phrafes in a pleafant Sonet, is nothing dele61 able, fo
to entermmgle merie iefls in a ferious matter is an
Indecorum.

3.  I will next aduife you that you hold the iuft
meafure wherwith you begin your verfe, I will not
denie but this may feeme a prepoflerous ordre: but